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PRESS RELEASE 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Campaigners take legal action to stop ‘electronic arms fair.’ 

Anti arms-trade campaigners in Liverpool have launched a legal challenge in an attempt to stop the 
city playing host to a major weapons fair next month. 
 
The event, AOC Europe 2021, is being organised by a US-based association of arms traders 
specialising in electronic warfare.  It is due to take place at Liverpool’s ACC Exhibition Centre on 
11-13 October 2021. 
 
However, the campaigners have called on the Mayor of Liverpool, Joanne Anderson, and the city 
council to use their powers to cancel the arms fair.  
 
Mark Jackson, an activist and social justice campaigner, has sent a pre-action protocol letter to 
Joanne Anderson. This is the first step before launching a judicial-review challenge.  
 
The basis for the potential challenge is that the city council, which owns the exhibition centre, should 
have cancelled the event on ethical grounds, and that its failure to do so may be unlawful. Mr. 
Jackson is represented by the Public Interest Centre (PILC). 
 
The legal action is being supported by Merseyside Pensioners Association (MPA), who had  
previously called for a national demonstration. 
 
That demonstration will now take place at Liverpool Metropolitan Cathedral on Saturday 11  
September 2021 at 12.30pm. It is being organised by Liverpool Against the Arms Fair and is  
supported by the wider labour and trade union movement. Former Labour leader Jeremy  
Corbyn MP is expected to speak at the event.  
 
Separately, the human-rights charity War on Want has also launched a campaign against the  
arms fair. 
 
Mark Jackson, who is bringing the legal challenge against Liverpool’s decision to allow the event 
to take place, said:  
 

“I'm appalled that our city’s Labour administration intends to allow this arms fair to be held. There 
is no room for weapons dealers in Liverpool.’’ 
 
“The guest lists for arms fairs frequently include regimes that abuse human rights and countries actively 
involved in armed conflicts. The Electronic Arms Fair in Liverpool will be no exception.’’ 
 

Audrey White, secretary of MPA, said: 
 

“Innocent civilians around the world are routinely killed or maimed by weapons promoted at arms 
fairs. Not only would holding this event in Liverpool bring our city into disrepute: our city could also 
be seen as helping to facilitate such atrocities. This could make Liverpool a target.’’ 



 
 
 
 

Paul Heron, solicitor at the Public Interest Law Centre (PILC), said:  
 

“A common justification for arms fairs is that they create jobs and help protect the UK.  However, as 
we are seeing in the case of Afghanistan, waging war and supporting the weapons trade only make the 
world less secure. Security and prosperity can only be achieved by building fairer societies through 
investment in jobs, homes and public services.’’ 
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For media enquiries please contact benjamin.morgan@pilc.org.uk on 07727 637 208 
 
MPA Secretary Audrey White 07968581336 
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